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Let’s follow a sample bill from through 

the legislative process and discuss 
various opportunities to advocate. 



Example: 2022 Child Interrogation Protection Act

● Police must make a reasonable effort to contact a juvenile’s parents.

● A child must be provided with a lawyer by their parents or by the 
office of the public defender (there are exceptions for situations with 
imminent danger) and consult with their lawyer before being 
interrogated.

● Statements from the child that do not follow these restrictions can not 
be used as evidence in court.



There are two “chambers” in the Maryland Legislature.

The House of Delegates is led by

Speaker Joseline A. Peña-Melnyk

The Senate is led by

President Bill Ferguson.



Child Interrogation Protection Act (SB 53/HB 269) sponsors

               Senator Jill Carter           and         Delegate Sandy Bartlett 

   were the primary sponsors of the 2022 bill.  The bill had many additional sponsors.



Child Interrogation Protection Act assigned to committees 

In 2026, Delegate Sandy Bartlett is the new chair of the House Judiciary Committee.



Timeline for SB0053 from mgaleg.maryland.gov (January 2022)



Fiscal and Policy Note

These notes tend to be 
written in a way that 
makes the bill 
understandable to 
everyone, a great 
reference!



Advocacy!      Writing to a Bill Sponsor

Tips:

● Always use titles 
(Senator, Delegate)

● Mention the bill title and 
number

● Ask one or two short 
questions

● Say thanks!



Response with suggestions:

Suggestions received:

● Testify at hearings

● Email campaign to 
committee members

● Newspaper opinion 
piece or letter to editor

● Social media posts

We often write an issues 
brief for the MAJR website



MAJR Issue Briefs

● MAJR Issues briefs are found 
under the “Resources” Tab

● They are a great source of 
information on what we 
support.

● We write new briefs and 
improve existing ones, and 
you can help!



Written Testimony

What to include:

● Header:
○ Support/Oppose
○ Bill Number
○ Bill Name

● Who you are and 
why you support

● 2-3 main points
○ Include some detail

● References



Committee bill hearings are an opportunity for the public to 
let their legislators know what is important to them.

● Sign up for an MGA account at 
mgaleg.maryland.gov.

● More details later in the presentation.

Phil Caroom testifies on behalf of MAJR at the Judicial 
Proceedings Committee hearings on 1-27-2022 (min 17:20) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFLL31A6L10&t=1843s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFLL31A6L10&t=1843s


Amendments may be introduced in committee or 
“on the floor” of the chamber. 

Example:

MAJR supported the 2022 Child Interrogation Protection Act without amendments.

However, we suggested an amendment during our testimony “That police officers may 
not deliberately deceive juveniles during interrogations.”

Although this amendment was not adopted in 2022, the discussion served to make the 
committee and the public aware of the issue of police being allowed to lie to children.

In 2026 passing a law that would make it inadmissible to use evidence obtained using 
deceptive practices is one of MAJR’s top priorities.



A bill must be brought to vote in committee and receive a 
majority of votes in order to be given a vote “on the floor” 
of the appropriate chamber (House or Senate).

In 2021, an earlier version of the Juvenile Interrogation bill never was never voted 
on by the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee, so it never made it to the floor 
of the Senate for a vote.

Committee 
Vote Floor VoteCommittee 

Hearing



Opposite Chamber, Final Passage

● If a bill passes a floor vote, it goes to the “Opposite Chamber”
○ House Floor Vote => Senate
○ Senate Floor Vote => House

● The whole process repeats!

Committee 
Vote Floor VoteCommittee 

Hearing

● If passed it goes back to original house for final passage!



Governor Signs or Vetos (and Chambers May Override)

● Once a bill is passed in both chambers, it goes to Governor.             
The Governor may veto the bill, or sign the bill into law.                     
The bill will go into law after 30 days if the Governor takes no action.

● Overrides: If the Governor vetoed the bill, it can still become law if        ⅗ 
of both the House and Senate vote for a veto override.

In 2022, the Child Interrogation Protection Act passed both chambers, but was 
vetoed by Governor Hogan.  

The general assembly voted to override, and the bill became law!



The Maryland General Assembly (MGA) will allow 
In-Person and Virtual Testimony for the 2026 Session 

● To register to provide oral testimony or submit written testimony you must create an 
MGA account on their website.  On the MGA website see tutorials, understanding 
the bill page, and signing up to testify (witness sign up) 
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Information/VideoTutorials     

● Sign up for verbal testimony and/or submit written testimonies for a bill hearing two 
business days in advance (e.g. sign up Thursday for Monday testimony).

● Verbal testimonies are usually limited to 2 minutes.     

● Written testimonies can be several pages long and may include references.

● Committees may cap the number of remote testimonies per issue, but usually do not 
cap the number of in-person testimonies.   

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Information/VideoTutorials


https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Information/VideoTutorials

Signup



Trainings, sample testimonies, and advocacy 
events are available from many organizations.

Maryland Alliance of Justice Reform:  https://ma4jr.org

League of Women Voters: https://www.lwvmd.org/past_testimony

Maryland Legislative Coalition: https://mdlegislative.com/legislation/submit-testimony

https://ma4jr.org
https://www.lwvmd.org/past_testimony
https://mdlegislative.com/legislation/submit-testimony


A list of the bills MAJR is supporting each year can be found

at https://ma4jr.org under the 
Legislation tab.

This page also has links to the bills, 
testimony, and hearing information.

https://ma4jr.org


How can you help!

If you would like to help advocate 
for one of the bills MAJR is 
supporting, contact the 
workgroup that is focusing on the 
bill and let them know

○ frontdoor@ma4jr.org
○ behindthewalls@ma4jr.org
○ backdoor@ma4jr.org

Some of the ways people can help are 

● Personal visits to legislators   
(in-person or virtual)

● Send paper letters, 

● Make phone calls, 

● Send emails & MAJR “musters”,

● Social media posts, and

● Write letters to the editor and 
opinion pieces.

We can help you by reviewing drafts.

mailto:frontdoor@ma4jr.org
mailto:behindthewalls@ma4jr.org
mailto:backdoor@ma4jr.org


Sign up to receive MAJR emails and “Muster” with us.

Everyone who signs up on our webpage https://ma4jr.org/individuals to receive 
emails from MAJR will have the opportunity to participate in “Muster” advocacy.

Musters are designed to let delegates and senators hear from their own 
constituents about why a bill coming up for a hearing or vote is important.

MAJR will send you some possible talking points or suggested text and then you 
can modify the email to reflect what is most important to you and the Muster 
software will automatically send your letter to your delegate or senator.

https://ma4jr.org/individuals

