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MAJR General Meeting
Tuesday, September 24th from 6:00pm to 9:00pm
 
Frederick Unitarian Universalist Church
4880 Elmer Derr Road Frederick, Maryland 21703

 

6pm: Potluck - please bring something to share
7pm: General Meeting

https://mailchi.mp/786304414bf1/august-newsletter?e=[UNIQID]
http://ma4jr.org/


A Look Back at 2019 Initiatives and Forward with  2020
Vision

Together we began a movement towards reducing mass incarceration in
Maryland with our state’s 2016 Justice Reinvestment Act (JRA).  But gaps in all
parts of our criminal justice system remain which we seek to correct each year.
 Mental health was our major focus area in 2019 and reentry may be our major
focus area in 2020.  
 
Our 2019 Report Card: Despite 2019’s crop of rookie legislators and a new
chair for the House Judiciary Committee, MAJR and its allies made progress in
the 2019 Maryland General Assembly with seven supported bills passed and a
couple almost passed. See our Legislative Summary

Most notably, as requested by our 2018 NAMI/MAJR pretrial mental health
focus group, mental health assessments were added to the State’s plan for
opioid screening and will now be performed on all pretrial inmates. The new
approach will begin with four Maryland counties in 2020, then expand to all
Maryland counties by 2023.

Our 2020 plans-in-progress: MAJR’s executive committee recommends a
half-dozen initiatives to continue our campaign for a more just and effective
Maryland criminal justice system. 

To improve prison education programs proven to substantially reduce
recidivism (passed Senate 2019)
To permit citations, rather than arrest, for simple possession of drugs
(passed House 2018), when neither overdose nor other concerns are
present
To depoliticize parole for Life cases (passed House 2018)
To further reduce Maryland’s overuse of solitary confinement that
endangers inmates mental health (some measures passed 2019)

Another new initiative under discussion addresses Maryland’s outdated
“felony-murder doctrine.” Today that doctrine threatens an accomplice with a
life sentence for homicide committed by another person, even if the accomplice
didn’t approve or participate.  Currently, we estimate hundreds of “Lifers”
convicted as juveniles sit in Maryland prisons due to this doctrine. The doctrine
has now been abandoned in Great Britain (where it originated), Canada, Wales,
Northern Ireland, and a number of U.S. states.

https://www.ma4jr.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/2019-Legislative-Summary.pdf
https://www.ma4jr.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Mental-Health-Focus-Group-2018.pdf
https://www.ma4jr.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/EducationCredits.pdf
https://www.ma4jr.org/citations/
https://www.ma4jr.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/2.3-parole-intro.pdf
https://www.ma4jr.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Solitary-Confinement.pdf
https://www.ma4jr.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/FelonyMurder.pdf


See our 2020 Initiatives. Is your concern not on this list? Let us know now.

Reentry Roundtable

The Maryland Alliance for Justice Reform (MAJR) is hosting the first annual
Maryland Reentry Roundtable Collaborative to bring more than one hundred
advocates, policymakers, providers, and government stakeholders from across
the state together to devise solutions for implementing seamless reentry.

The invitation-only event takes place on Monday, September 16, 2019 at
Westminster Hall located on the campus of the University of Maryland King
Carey Law School. It is now full. The day features a series of panel discussions
and strategy sessions on prisoner reentry and the need to build collaborative
partnerships across organizations.

Come to the MAJR General Meeting on September 24 to hear a summary of the
Reentry Roundtable.

MAJR is a nonpartisan association of over fifty community organizations and churches with
members in every part of the state, formed to support justice reinvestment. Individual
supporters include judges, attorneys, corrections professionals, as well as returning
citizens, victims, and service providers.

 
Visit: http://www.ma4jr.org

Facebook: https://facebook.com/ma4jr.org/
Twitter: @ma4jreform
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