B
MARYLAND ALLIANCE FOR JUSTICE REFORM ‘

Working to end unnecessary incarceration and build strong, safe communities

Tell Senators to vote NO on
SB 983

On 2/16/17 Maryland’s highest court revised Maryland
courts’ rules to reduce our nationally notorious overuse of money bail which, today,
keeps thousands of low-income--and, especially, African-American Marylanders in
pretrial detention. (See Baltimore Sun editorial and the Washington Post article).

One month later, Maryland’s Senate, whose leaders receive some of the largest
campaign contributions of any U.S. legislators, will vote Monday morning on SB 983-- a
bill that seeks to cancel the Maryland Court’s new Rule to allow release conditions for
low-income Marylanders. SB 983 seeks to safeguard bail bondsmen’s stranglehold on
Maryland’s low-income pretrial population and to ensure there is “no preference” for non-
financial release.

Please type your address into mdelect.net to identify your Senator, click on his/her name
for contact information, then email him or her ASAP between now and Monday, urging
him or her to vote against SB983!

We hope to flood their offices. They won’t have time to read many of the messages
before they go to vote, so let your subject line identify what you are asking.

Many thanks!

MAJR is a nonpartisan association of over forty community organizations and churches
with members in every part of the state, formed to support justice reinvestment. Individual
supporters include judges, attorneys, corrections professionals, as well as returning
citizens, victims, and service providers.

Help us by forwarding this newsletter to your community!

Visit: http://www.ma4jr.org
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